
 

  

Horbury Primary Academy 

                                            Key Stage 2 Geography 

Progression of Learning Objectives 
“The study of Geography is more than just memorising places on 

a map. It’s about understanding the complexity of our world.” 
                                                                                                             

Barack Obama 
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Geography: Key Stage Two 

National Curriculum  
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include 
the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical Geography  Skills and Fieldwork  

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time  

• Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

• Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or 
South America 

• Describe and understand key aspects of:  
o physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle  

o human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

• Use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six-figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world  

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 
and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

Geography Coverage: Key Stage Two 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational Knowledge Deserts: What are deserts and how do people use them? 
Extreme Earth: Just how extreme can planet earth be? 
Mapping skills: How do maps and atlases help us? 
U.K and Wakefield: What will I find if I leave Wakefield? 

Mapping skills: Where in the world? 
European study: Is Greece really that different to the U.K? 
Settlements: What is Wakefield like and how is it changing? 
North America: Why is North America so diverse? 

Rainforests: The Amazon Rainforest – why is 
it so important? 
Rivers: The Amazon and The Calder – are all 
rivers the same? 

Mountains: What are mountains and why are 
they so important? 
Coasts: What is coastal erosion and how is it 
changing our coastline? 

Place Knowledge 
 
 

Deserts: What are deserts and how do people use them? 
Extreme Earth: Just how extreme can planet earth be? 
Mapping skills: How do maps and atlases help us? 
U.K and Wakefield: What will I find if I leave Wakefield? 

European study: Is Greece really that different to the U.K? 
Settlements: What is Wakefield like and how is it changing? 
Climate change: What can we do to save our world? 
North America: Why is North America so diverse? 

Rainforests: The Amazon Rainforest – why is 
it so important? 
Rivers: The Amazon and The Calder – are all 
rivers the same? 

Mountains: What are mountains and why are 
they so important? 
Coasts: What is coastal erosion and how is it 
changing our coastline? 

Human and Physical 
Geography 

Deserts: What are deserts and how do people use them? 
Extreme Earth: Just how extreme can planet earth be? 
Mapping skills: How do maps and atlases help us? 
U.K and Wakefield: What will I find if I leave Wakefield? 

European study: Is Greece really that different to the U.K? 
Settlements: What is Wakefield like and how is it changing? 
Climate change: What can we do to save our world? 
North America: Why is North America so diverse? 

Rainforests: The Amazon Rainforest – why is 
it so important? 
Rivers: The Amazon and The Calder – are all 
rivers the same? 

Mountains: What are mountains and why are 
they so important? 
Coasts: What is coastal erosion and how is it 
changing our coastline? 

Skills and Fieldwork Deserts: What are deserts and how do people use them? 
Extreme Earth: Just how extreme can planet earth be? 
Mapping skills: How do maps and atlases help us? 
U.K and Wakefield: What will I find if I leave Wakefield? 

Mapping skills: Where in the world? 
European study: Is Greece really that different to the U.K? 
Settlements: What is Wakefield like and how is it changing? 
Climate change: What can we do to save our world? 
North America: Why is North America so diverse? 

Rainforests: The Amazon Rainforest – why is 
it so important? 
Rivers: The Amazon and The Calder – are all 
rivers the same? 

Mountains: What are mountains and why are 
they so important? 
Coasts: What is coastal erosion and how is it 
changing our coastline? 



Geography: Lower Key Stage Two 

Topics Include:  
Deserts, Extreme Earth, Mapwork, UK/Horbury (Yr3) 

Where in the World? European Study inc Greece, Settlements, Local History – The Location of Horbury, Local Study – Coastal (Yr4) 
National Curriculum Links: 

Locational Knowledge  Place Knowledge Human and Physical Geography Skills and Fieldwork   Vocabulary 
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• I can name and locate some hot 
deserts around the world (e.g. 
Sahara – North Africa, Syrian, 
Arabian, Kalahari – Southern 
Africa). 

• I can name and locate some cold 
deserts around the world (e.g. 
Gobi - China, Great Basin – USA). 

• I can name and locate the Arctic 
and Antarctic circles.  

• I can name ways that 
humans use deserts. 

• I can describe what life is 
like for people living in 
desert, showing an 
understanding of why 
they are difficult places to 
live. 

• I understand the difficulty 
of finding water and 
shade in desert locations. 

• I know that a desert is a place where there is 
less than 250mm of rainfall a year. 

• I know that there are hot deserts and 
cold/arctic deserts.  

• I can describe the climate in hot deserts – 
higher temperatures throughout the year and 
are very dry. 

• I can describe the climate in cold deserts – 
longer, colder winters and snowfall. 

• I can name desert formations (physical 
features) and explain how they are formed. 
  

• I can use a globe/map of the 
world to locate different deserts 
around the world – hot and cold. 

• I can use a world map to locate 
the Arctic and Antarctic circles. 

• I can use a different images to 
make observations about desert 
locations and their features. 

Deserts: 
Sahara, 
Antarctica, 
Atacama, 
Patagonia 
Gobi, 
Arabian, 
Great 
Australian 
 
Desert 
Dunes 
Particles 
Formation 
Boulders 
Natural 
arch 
Mushroom 
rock 
Mesas 
Salt flats, 
basins 

Rock bridge 
Natural pillars 
erosion 
Weather  
Climate 
Precipitation 
rainfall 
Hot/cold 
Temperature 
Arid climates 
Sand/dust storm 
Hostile 
inhospitable 
Natural resources 
Precious metals 
Mining 
Renewable energy 
Solar panels 
Wind turbines 
Recreation 
Dwellers 
Nomads 
Oasis 
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s • What is a desert and where are they located? Children can create their own definition of a desert using facts and images to support their answers. They can explain similarities and 
differences between different deserts. Children can use atlases to locate major hot and cold deserts around the world. 

• What are desert formations and how are they formed? Children can identify and name common and significant features/formations that are found in deserts. Children can start to explain 
how different features are formed making reference to the weather. 

• What is the climate like in a desert? Children can describe what the weather might be like on a usual day in the desert. Children can summaries desert climates using simple climate graphs 
showing temperature and precipitation. 

• Why are deserts important to humans? Children to be able to describe why deserts are important and how humans use deserts. 

• What is life like for people living in deserts? Children understand why some people choose to live in deserts, describing the conditions and why they are harsh and hostile places to live. 

• What is desertification? Children to understand what desertification is and be able to give reasons why it happens. 
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• I can name and locate 

countries and regions 
where earthquakes are 
more frequent  

• I know that many of the 
world’s active volcanoes 
are located around the 
edges of the Pacific Ocean 

• I can locate places that 
have suffered from 
Tsunamis.  

 

• I can identify places 
that are prone to 
natural disasters. 

• I can explain the risks 
and benefits of living 
near areas prone to 
natural disasters 
(volcanoes). 

• I can explain what the Earth is made of, naming the different layers 
of the Earth (inner core, outer core, mantle, crust) 

• I know that the Earth’s crust is split into tectonic plates that move 

• I know what natural disasters are and that they are created by forces 
in the Earth. 

• I understand the destruction and dangers caused by natural disasters 

• I can name and characterise natural disasters – volcanoes, 
earthquakes, tornados, tsunamis 

• I know the damage and dangers caused by natural events below. 
Extreme weather 

• I can give examples of extreme weather (e.g blizzards, monsoons, 
hurricanes and tornadoes. 

• I can explain the difference between a hurricane and a tornado. 

• I know how dangerous the weather can be. 
Volcanoes 

• I can label the features of a volcano 

• I can explain how volcanoes are formed 

• I can describe what happens when a volcano erupts. 

• I know the difference between active and dormant volcanoes  

• I can describe the pros and cons for living next to a volcano.  
Earthquakes  

• I can explain why earthquakes occur. 

• I know that the strength of an earthquake can be measured using 
the Richter Scale  

• I can explain how to stay safe during an earthquake – drop, cover, 
hold, stay calm, stay put 

Tsunamis 

• I can describe what a tsunami is and explain why they are so 
destructive. 

• I understand how tsunamis are formed and their link to earthquakes 
and volcanoes. 

• I can describe where the tectonic 
plates are located using a world 
map 

• I can use maps/atlases/globes 
digital mapping to locate some 
volcanoes around the world 

• I use photos and diagrams to help 
identify different natural disasters 
and their characteristics. 

• I Understand how scientists collect 
data about storms and natural 
disasters and create own ways of 
monitoring weather in our locality.  

 

Natural disasters 
Extreme weather 
Volcanoes  
Earthquakes 
Tornadoes 
Tornado alley 
Thunder lightning 
hurricanes 
Tsunamis 
Inner core 
Outer core 
Mantle 
Crust 
Tectonic plates 
Magma 
Lava 
Ash 
Richter Scale 
Dormant 
Active 
Erupt 
Cumulonimbus 
clouds 
Pacific Ocean 
 

 

What makes up the world? Children understand what is meant by the term natural disasters and be able to identify different natural disasters from photo imagery.  Children start to build an 
understanding of planet earth and can explain: what the Earth is made of and the different layers, know the crust is split into tectonic plates. 
How are volcanoes formed and why/how do they erupt? Children can explain what a volcano is and characterise their features, knowing the difference between a dormant and active volcano. They 
learn how a volcano is formed understanding and what causes them to erupt.  
What are the pros and cons for living next to a volcano?  Children understand that even though Volcanoes can be incredibly dangerous, people still choose to live near them. Children can locate cities 
that are built close to active volcanoes. Children explore the pros (positive reasons) and cons (negative reasons) for living next to a volcano. 
Why does the Earth shake and what destructive does this cause? Children explain the characteristics of an earthquakes and how to identify one. Children are able to build upon knowledge gaining in 
lesson one to explain why earth quakes occur. In addition to this, children understand how mountains are recorded/measured. 
How are Tsunamis formed and why should we fear them? Children can describe what a tsunami is and explain why they are so destructive. Children understand how they are formed recognising that 
their trigger links to volcanoes and earthquakes which have been learnt about in the previous lesson. 
Just how dangerous can the weather be? Children to describe the weather in the U.K. Then provide the children examples 

Location knowledge – to be completed throughout each lessons. 
Where in the world? – Children to locate where natural disasters (earthquakes, Tsunamis, Volcanoes etc) occur in the plenary to each lesson using the World Map, noting countries, continents etc. 
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• I know the names and locations of 

the main countries in Europe 
(France, Germany, Spain, Poland, 
Italy, Greece, Norway, Russia, 
Ireland) 

• I can name the capital cities of the 
key European countries I know 
(e.g Paris, Berlin, Madrid, Rome) 

• I can name and locate other 
countries found on different 
continents in the wider world – 
USA, India, Egypt, China, Japan, 
New Zealand, Brazil, Canada. 

• I can name the capital cities 
located in the countries learnt 
which are located on different 
continents around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 

• I can identify and 
describe the key 
geographical 
features on each 
continent such as 
tallest mountain, 
longest river etc. 

• I can identify 
similarities and 
differences 
(landmarks, culture 
etc) between 
different countries 
found on different 
continents.  

• I can describe the 
climate of different 
countries based on 
the continents 
location and climate 
zone.  

• I can use key geographical terminology to 
describe a place (e.g hills, mountains, rivers). 

• I can describe and compare the physical 
geography of different continents around the 
world. 

• I know the world is divided into climate 
zones. 

• I can use grid references in an 
atlas. 

• I know that the index is at the 
back of an atlas and is written in 
alphabetical order 

• I can use an index of an atlas to 
find places that I am studying 

• I can use atlases, digital mapping 
and globes to locate continents 
and countries. 

• I can use and understand key 
symbols in an atlas. 

• I can use compass points to locate 
different countries in relation to 
Wakefield, the equator etc. 

• I can use shading and my mapping 
skills to show different climate 
zones on each continent. 

• I know the 8 points of a compass 
– North, East, South, West, North 
East, North West, South East, 
South West 

4 figure grid references 
Index 
Ordnance Survey May symbols 
Keys 
Rivers 
Roads  
Mountain peaks 
Higher ground 
Pennines  
River Thames 
Compass points 
Continents 
Countries 
Capital cities 
Climate 
Climate Zone 
Equator  
Tropic of Capricorn 
Tropic of Cancer 
Human Geography 
Physical Geography 

 

What countries and capital cities can we find in Europe? Children understand what a country is and what capital cities are. They can identify and use the names of the main countries in Europe and 
identify their capital city. Children are taught to use grid references to locate places using an atlas/map. Children then apply their learning to locate what country, capital city or landmark is at a 
certain grid references. 
What can I learn about the physical geography of Europe using maps and atlases? Children understand that a map can tell us the name of a place. Explain that maps can also tells us about the physical 
geography of places. Children are able to look at topographical maps and identify what they are and why they are important. Children to then identify where on a map shows a river, mountain etc. 
Children can recap using 4 figure grid references to describe the physical geography of a country. 
What countries and capital cities are important around the world? Children recap the different continents and identify some of the countries that make then up. Children can then find the capital 
cities for these countries. 
How does Wakefield and the UK compare with other countries around the world? Children are able to describe the position of Wakefield in relation to different countries around the world using 
compass points. Children can the look at maps, images and photos to compare Wakefield/U.K with these countries saying what is similar and what is different.  
What are climate zones and where can I find them on a map of the world? Children are able to understand what is meant by climate. They can use pictures and photos to identify what the climate is 
like in different places around the world. Children are then taught where different climate zones are and can they use shading to identify the different climate zones around the world. Children then 
apply their understanding to match countries to the correct climate using their climate zones map. 
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• I can identify and locate the 

4 countries of the United 
Kingdom and their capital 
cities using compass points 
to describe their location. 

• I can locate Wakefield on a 
Map of the U.K recognising 
that it is city. 

• I know that Britain is divided 
into counties and can locate 
where Yorkshire is and the 
counties that surround 
Yorkshire using compass 
points. 

• I can name some major cities 
of the U.K noting their 
location using compass 
points. 

• I know the difference 
between the U.K and Great 
Britain. 

 

• I can describe the human 
and physical geography and 
identify major landmarks of 
each country in the United 
Kingdom. 

• I can describe the land use in 
the different countries in the 
United Kingdom, 
understanding the 
characteristics of rural and 
urban locations. 

• I can describe the key 
landmarks and land use with 
in my locality (Wakefield). 

• I can compare the city of 
Wakefield with the Capital 
city London, noting 
similarities and differences. 

 

 

 

 

• I can understand what is meant by 
human and physical geography and 
give examples of each for the four 
countries of the U.K. 

• I can give examples of human and 
physical geography within my locality. 

 

• I know what an index is and how 
it can be used to locate places 
that I am learning about. 

• I can use four figure grid 
references to locate places and 
landmarks on a map. 

• I can find where I live on a map 
using the index of an atlas and 4 
figure grid references  

• I can use some basic Ordnance 
Survey Map symbols – school, 
motorway, river, forest, station, 
campsite, church 

• I can use and understand keys 
and symbols in an atlas 

• I can locate different features on 
a map in the United Kingdom 
(roads, rivers, mountain peaks, 
higher ground) 

• I can identify and locate major 
physical features of the United 
Kingdom (Pennines, River 
Thames, North Sea, River Calder) 

• I know the 8 points of a compass 
– North, East, South, West, North 
East, North West, South East, 
South West 

• I can use shading to show the 
diverse land use in Wakefield. 

Atlas 
Map 
Globe 
Grid reference 
United 
Kingdom 
Great Britain 
Wakefield 
London 
Edinburgh 
Cardiff 
Belfast 
Countries 
Counties  
Capital city and 
cities 
Physical  
Human 
Landmarks 

Rural  
Urban 
Industrial 
Agricultural 
Residential 
Transportation 
Rivers 
River Thames 
River Ouse 
River Seven 
Mountain 
ranges  
Pennines 
Snowdonia 
Lake District 
Compass 
points 
North, South, 
East, West, 
North East, 
South East etc 
 

 

Where are the countries and capital of the U.K? Children build on their knowledge of the U.K and Britain, understanding the difference between the two. Children are able to locate the countries of 
the U.K and their capital cities as well as placing Wakefield and Horbury on a map of the U.K. Children understand key map symbols to recognise capital cities. Children can use grid references linked 
to the map of the U.K. 
What are counties and how many more can we name? Children to be able to explain what a county is. They are able to remember that we live in Yorkshire and can locate Yorkshire, and the counties 
surrounding it on a map of the U.K. Children can use their mapping skills to locate different counties around the U.K. 
What significant landmarks are located around the United Kingdom? Children look at basic topographical maps of the U.K and understand what they show (mountains, rivers, coasts, urban 
developments, rural areas). Children to locate some key physical landmarks (River Thames, Pennines etc) around the U.K and key human landmarks (Angel of the North, . 
What can I find out about Wakefield from map symbols? Children will recap what grid references are and how they are used. Children are introduced to different OS map symbols. Children can then 
use grid references to find out features and landmarks of Wakefield. As a final task, children can shade areas in Wakefield to show the following land use: residential, retail, industrial, recreational.   
Why is London important and how does it compare with Wakefield? Children consolidate what a city is, recognising that London and Wakefield are cities and why. Children are able to use maps to 
identify the difference in size and location. They spot further similarities and differences between the two using photos of landscape and specific human features (e.g buildings, statues, roads, 
housing) 

 

Geography: Lower Key Stage Two 

Topics Include:  
Deserts, Extreme Earth, Mapwork, UK/Horbury (Yr3) 

Where in the World? European Study (Greece), The Location and settlement of Horbury, Climate change, A journey through North America (Yr4) 
National Curriculum Links: 



Locational Knowledge  Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Skills and Fieldwork   Vocabulary 
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• I know that the world is split into the 
Northern Hemisphere and the Southern 
Hemisphere 

• I know that the Northern and Southern 
Hemispheres experience opposite 
seasons 

• I can name and locate the equator and 
understand that this splits the world 
into two equal halves  

• I know that the equator runs 
horizontally across the world 

• I can name and locate some countries 
on the equator  

• I can name and locate the Tropics of 
Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn 

• I know that the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn run horizontally across the 
world parallel to the equator 

• I can locate the polar circles on a world 
map. 

• I know that lines of latitude and 
longitude are used as coordinates to 
help find places on a map 

• I know that lines of latitude runs 
horizontally from east to west 

• I know that lines of longitude run 
vertically from north to south. 

• I know lines of longitude divide the 
world into time zones. 

 
 
 

 • I can use the index in an atlas to 
help me locate geographical 
locations  

• I know that the 4 figure grid 
references in an atlas index are 
used to locate geographical 
locations  

• I can use a world map to locate 
the equator, Tropic of Cancer 
and Tropic of Capricorn 

• I can use a world map to show a 
route to different country (e.g 
Greece). 

• I can describe my location in the 
world in relation to the key 
terminology learnt (e.g I live in 
the the Northern Hemisphere, 
North of the Tropic of Cancer. 
We are located 55 degrees North 
and 0 degrees East). 

• I can use longitude and latitude 
coordinates (using atlases and 
digital/computer mapping) to 
locate places around the world 

• I know that the world is divided 
into time zones. 

• I can begin to use lines of 
longitude to find the time 
difference between two places. 

Northern Hemisphere 
Southern Hemisphere 
Equator 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn  
Index 
Grid references 
Longitude 
Latitude 
Horizontally 
Vertically 
Coordinates  
Time zones 
Seasons 
Parallel 
Polar circle 
 
 

 

What is different about the Northern and Southern Hemisphere? Children recognise that the equator splits the world in half horizontally. Children are able to understand that this divides the world 
into the Northern and Southern Hemisphere. Children know that half of the Earth is called a hemisphere. 
What significant lines go around the world and where are they located? Children know that the equator, which is an imaginary line, goes round the centre of the Earth. Children also know the location 
of the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn and can label these appropriately. 
What are lines of Longitude and latitude and how are they used? Children learn about the difference between LAtitude (Lines Around) and LOngitude (Lines Over) – unit of measure is degrees. Revise 
points on a compass rose. Using grid references, children will find different places on the Earth using Latitude and Longitude. Look at the importance of Greenwich Observatory and Null Island. Also, 
look at actual globes and Latitude and Longitude. 
Why does the time change depending where you are in world? Children look at time zones and how the Earth is split into different sections. Look at GMT (and how British summer time comes into 
play). Consider why the time zones lines are not straight and why some countries seem to be in a ‘different’ time zone. Children to work out corresponding times around the world. 
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• I can locate where 

Greece is in Europe 
understanding its 
relationship with the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

• I know that Greece is 
part of mainland Europe 
(where it borders 
countries such as 
Albania, Turkey and 
Bulgaria) and is also 
made up of around 6000  
islands. 

• I know the countries that 
make up the U.K, 
recognising how the U.K 
is different to Britain. 

• I know why the U.K and 
Greece have large 
coastlines.  

 
 
 

• I can describe Greece’s 
Mediterranean climate accurately 
understanding how it differs to our 
climate in the U.K. 

• I can describe the population, and 
population density of both Greece 
and the U.K describing similar 
trends such as locations of key 
cities, trade and land use. 

• I can identify the capital cities and 
why they are important to each 
country. 

• I know that Greece is a member of 
the European Union and 
understand what this means 
recognising what currency they 
use and how it is different to the 
pound. 

• I can describe what Greece’s 
economy is like giving industries 
that it relies upon, resources that 
is has, and how these impact our 
lives (marble, food, mining). 
Recognise the reasons why Greece 
is a popular tourist destination and 
that this is one of the countries 
main forms of income. 

• I can identify and compare 
the human features found in 
Greece and Britain (such as 
differences between 
buildings and their designs).  

• I can identify and compare 
physical features (e.g Rivers, 
mountains, islands) in 
Greece and Britain noting 
that Greece is one of the 
most mountainous countries 
in Europe. 

• I can describe Greece’s 
climate accurately and 
compare it with the U.K. 

 

• I can use an atlas and 
digital mapping to locate 
Greece in relation to the 
World, Europe and Britain. 

• I can begin to use 
topographical maps to 
describe the landscape and 
terrain of particular 
locations. 

• I can use satellite imagery 
and photographs to draw 
conclusions about the 
physical and human 
geography of Greece. 

Greece 
United Kingdom, Great Britain 
Mediterranean Sea 
Mainland/island 
Physical features/geography 
Human features/geography 
Population 
Climate  
Weather 
Settlement 
Topographical map 
Terrain 
Landscape 
Trade 
Tourism 
Economic activity 
Income 
Currency  – Euro and pound 
European unions 
 

 

Where in the world is Greece and what surrounds it? Children start the unit by using atlases and globes to locate where Greece is in the world, the countries, continents and seas that surround it. 
Children look at its position in relation to the U.K and plan a journey from the U.K noting the different forms of transport and the countries you would pass through using different forms of transport 
using IPADS and google maps.  
How does Greece’s physical geography and climate compare to ours in the U.K? Children to use maps, atlases, photos and digital imagery to identify and describe the physical features (such as: 
terrain, landscapes, rivers, coastlines, mountains, islands etc)  found in Greece and then compare these with the U.K identifying similarities and differences.  
What are the population trends found in Greece and how does its human geography compare with the U.K? Children begin by using images to compare the similarities and differences in Human 
geography (such as building styles, 
How does Athens compare with London and why are both such important cities? Children build their own definition of what a capital city is. Children explore the location of Athens and London, giving 
possible reasons about their location. Children to then compare the similarities and difference between London and Athens.  
How do people in the U.K support Greece’s economy and why is it such a popular tourist destination? Children recognise that Greece is part of the European union which the U.K left and use the Euro 
as its currency. They will then learn about the terms economy and trade. Children understand the resources that Greece has and what it exports to the U.K (recognising marble, food (fish, olive oil, 
tomato and wine) and petroleum. Children are then taught about the importance of tourism to their economy, recognising that this is its main forms of income. Children then explain what makes 
Greece a popular tourist destination. 
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• I can locate 
Horbury on 
different maps. 

• I can locate 
places close to 
Horbury that are 
of importance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• I can describe the physical geography of 
Horbury. 

• I can describe the human geography of 
Horbury, Wakefield using terms such as 
rural, agriculture urban, suburban, 
residential and industrial to describe the 
land use. 

• I can describe settlement patterns in 
Horbury (e.g dispersed, linear, nucleated) 

• I can find geographical evidence that 
Horbury has existed for a long time. 

• I can provide reasons why people might 
choose to live in Horbury making 
reference to the above and its excellent 
transport links. 

• I can describe the ethnic and religious 
background of people living in 
Horbury/Wakefield recognising how this 
has changed over time. 

• I can compare the population and size of 
Horbury with other surrounding towns. 

• I can describe how Horbury/Wakefield has 
changed over time making reference to 
the change in industrial locations away 
from the River Calder. 

• I can find evidence that shows that 
Horbury is still developing and changing 
today. 

• I understand that a 
settlement is a place that has 
previously been uninhabited 
where people establish a 
community. 

• I understand why 
Horbury/Wakefield 
developed where it did by 
developing an understanding 
of what settlements need to 
survive. 

• I can identify similarities 
between Horbury and 
Wakefield and other 
settlements that I know such 
as London. 

 
 

 

• I can use ordnance 
survey maps of the local 
area to locate key 
features and landmarks. 

• I can use digital 
photographs of my 
locality to describe it. 

• I can use 6 figure grid 
references to locate 
physical and human 
feature in my local area. 

• I can sketch maps 
showing Horbury and 
how it might change in 
the future. 

• Record features of the 
local area on a map using 
symbols. 

• To ask enquiry questions 
to learn how Horbury has 
changed. 

• To find evidence linked 
to settlement change in 
the local area. 

• I can use coloured 
shading on maps to map 
out land use within 
Horbury and Wakefield. 

Settlement 
City, town, village, hamlet, farm 
Settlement patterns  
Dispersed, linear, nucleated  

 
amenities 
Desirable, essential,  
Population 
Developing 
Urban  
Rural 
Suburban 
Insubstantial 
Green belt 
Retail 
Leisure 
Transport links 
Agricultural 
commercial 
Sketch maps 
Ordnance survey 
Landmarks 
Map symbols 
Physical  
Human 
Coordinates 
6 figure grid reference 
 

 

What can I find out about Horbury using ordnance survey maps? Children to identify what a settlement is and where Horbury is located in the U.K on a map. Children to then use ordnance survey 
maps of the local area and 6 figure gird references in order to locate important human and physical features that are significant to Horbury.    
What is Horbury’s geography like and how does it describe to other places locally and nationally? Children begin by exploring the land use in Horbury using maps and shading to locate: retail, 
agricultural, industrial and residential areas. Children then look at the population of Horbury comparing it with local settlements.  (population,  
How has Horbury changed over the years and what evidence is there to show it is still changing today? Children to  
Why might people choose to live in Horbury and how might it change in the future? Children identify what a settlement needs to be successful. They then use there learning identify why Horbury is a 
good place to live, creating a poster to promote this. They need to refer to: transport links, industry, retail, ethnic, religious and cultural diversity. Children then make predictions about how Horbury 
may change in future using maps and shading to present this. 
How can I use a sketch map to show the important human and physical features of Horbury? 
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• I can describe the location of 

North America using geographical 
terms such as: hemisphere, 
equator, tropics, arctic 

• I can locate the countries of North 
America including the islands of 
the Caribbean. 

• I can locate capital cities and other 
key cities. 

• I can identify how (U.S.A) is divided 
into states. 

• I can summarise 
what capital cities 
in North America 
are like  and 
compare the 
similarities and 
differences 
(language, religion, 
culture, location, 
features) 

• I can describe what 
New York City is 
like, comparing it 
with Wakefield. 

• I can explain how 
New York City has 
changed over a 
period of time. 

• I understand why 
New York City has 
developed where it 
has. 

• I can describe how 
different parts of 
the North America 
are different to 
others referring to 
location, 
population, terrain, 
landscapes and 
climate. 

• I can identify famous landmarks 
both physical and human found in 
North America. 

• I can describe the varying 
landscapes and terrain of North 
America. 

• I can give reasons why North 
America has different climate 
zones. 

• I can describe the different biomes 
found in North America 
characterising each. 

 
 

• I know what time zones 
are and can begin to find 
what the time zone is for a 
particular place. 

• I can use photos, maps, 
including digit maps such 
as google earth and google 
maps to describe a place. 

• I can use maps to describe 
the distribution of the 
population in the U.S.A. 

• I can use different graphs 
and data to draw 
conclusions about the 
climate in different places. 

North America 
United States of America, including 
Alaska 
Canada  
Mexico 
Washington D.C 
Ottawa 
Mexico City 
Rocky Mountains 
Niagara Falls 
Mount Denali 
Mount Logan 
National Parks 
Grand Canyan  
Biomes (tundra, deserts, 
woodlands, rainforest, aquatic etc) 
Physical geography 
Human geography 
Landmarks 
States 
Weather/climate  

 

• Where is North America and what countries and capitals make it up? Children can use atlases to locate the Continent of North America, the Countries that make up North 
America (U.S.A, Canada, Mexico, Some Island countries) and  

• What are the capitals cities of North America and how do they compare? Children to recap the location of capital cities in North America. Children to then generate their own 
questions that they will research (linked to language, size, location, climate etc). Children will then complete a similarities and differences table to summarise their findings.  

• What famous landmarks make North America so wonderful? I can locate and describe famous physical and human landmarks across North America. 

• How does the climate in North America differ and why? Children understand the difference between climate and weather. Children to match different weather forecasts to 
different places in North America. Children to then answer comparison questions understanding how the climate differs in different regions of North America. 

• What vegetation belts can be found in North America and why is it so diverse? Children are able to identify different vegetation belts from images, match them to 
topographical maps and describe the different vegetation patterns across North America. Children to then make predictions based on their learning where most people live or 
do not live in North America. 

• What can we find out about the population and it’s distribution across North America? Children understand what is meant by the term population. Children to then 
investigated different population maps of North America and describe if there are any trends that they can see (e.g close to rivers). Children to give reasons why certain areas 
are more densely populated than others making links to previous learning such as climate, Vegetation belts.  

• What is New York like and how has it changed over time and why? In depth study - compare New York with London and say how it has changed over time. 
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 • I can identify places that 
are at risk due to climate 
change. 

• I can describe how 
climate is affecting 
different places in 
different ways. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• I can explain the difference between weather 
and climate. 

• I can define what climate change is and the 
impact that it has on the planet. 

• I know the difference between climate change 
and global warming. 

• I understand how greenhouse effect works and 
the role of carbon dioxide. 

• I can identify human impact on climate change, 
giving causes 

• I understand what the term sustainability means 
when used in relation to the environment. 

• I can identify ways in which we can take action 
against climate change in our school. 

• I can identify ways in which we can taken action 
against climate change in the world we live in.  

• I can think critically about 
the impact of climate 
change making predictions 
about what might happen 
in the future. 

• I can investigate climate 
change and take 
recordings using 
thermometers in order to 
understand the impact of 
green house gases. 

• I can investigate our 
carbon footprint in school 
through surveys and online 
apps. 

• I can create an action plan 
for tackling climate change 
in school. 

Climate 
Weather 
Climate change 
Global warming 
Sustainability 
Green house gases 
Carbon dioxide 
Carbon footprint 
Emissions 
Renewable energy 
Non renewable energy 
Fossil fuels 
Recycling 
Flooding 
Melting 
Rising sea levels 

 

What is climate change and global warming and how are they affecting our planet? Children can explain what global warming and climate change is whilst reinforcing the difference between climate 
and weather. Children can investigate evidence in order to give examples of how global warming and climate change of affecting climate change.  
What are greenhouse gases and how do we know that they really exist? Children understand the green house effect and can explain what this is. Children to conduct an investigation to prove that 
green house gases really exist and can explain the impact that they have on the planet (e.g temperature rises). 
Where in the world is most at risk of global warming and climate change and what does the future hold? Children to identify different locations around the world and describe how Global Warming or 
Climate change is affecting them. Children to then use their learning and knowledge from the first to lessons to make further predictions about what might happen in the future. 
How are humans contributing to climate change and global warming? Children to understand how climate change and global warming has developed and  become a greater risk over the last 100 
years due to human activity. Children will be able to identify how human activity had harmed our planet and contributed to global warming and climate change. Children to conduct a series of surveys 
in order to identify their carbon footprint and to gauge an idea of how they are contributing to the problem both in school and at home.  
What is sustainability and how can it help to save our planet? Children to be able to define what is meant by sustainability understanding what changes are happening in order for us to be more 
sustainable. Children to identify how renewable energy is replacing fossil fuels, there is a greater focus on recycling and reducing single use items, advances in technology are being made such as 
electric cars. Children need to be able to give reasons why we should try to be more sustainable identifying changes and actions that we can make. 
What can we do in school and at home to help tackle the problem of global warming and climate change? Children to recap what they have learnt so far about climate change, global warming and 
sustainability. Children to then identify areas in school that contribute to our carbon footprint or lack sustainability  from which they will create their own action plans aimed at making our school 
more sustainable. These actions plans can then be rolled out across school feeding into the school sustainability policy.  

 

 

 

 

Geography: Upper Key Stage Two 

Topics Include:  
Locals settlement Reasoning – Map Skills, Amazon – Rainforests and Rivers (Yr5) 

Mountains – Wakefield/Lake District/Alps, Coast – Physical features and the Yorkshire Coast (Yr6) 

National Curriculum Links: 



Locational Knowledge  Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Skills and Fieldwork   Vocabulary 
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• I can locate the 
different vegetation 
belts around the world 
(recap previous 
learning), using correct 
vocabulary to locate 
the world’s tropical 
rainforest (e.g 
referencing the 
Equator and Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn) 

• I can locate South 
America and its 
countries. Plot the 
Amazon Rainforest 
describing its key 
characteristics by 
exploring different 
topographical maps 

•  I can compare 
historical maps with 
modern maps stating 
how regions have 
changed over time 

• I can identify similarities and 
difference between the 
Amazon Region and 
Horbury/Coxley Woods. 
Reference: population, 
amenities, climate, vegetation 
and wildlife etc 

• I can summarise what the 
climate is like in the Amazon 
Rainforest, describing 
similarities and differences to 
the climate of Wakefield 

 

• I can understand that a 
rainforest Biome is divided into 
four layers, describing the 
physical characteristics of each 
and the wildlife that exists 
within each 

• I can explain what 
deforestation is and the impact 
that it is having on our 
rainforests 

• I can identify a variety of 
reasons why some 
people support and others 
oppose deforestation 

• I can recognise that indigenous 
tribes still live and rely upon 
the Amazon Rainforest 

 

• I can use a range of maps 
Atlases, digital mapping to 
locate and describe 
features in the Amazon 
Region and the countries 
of South America 

• I can use images and 
historical maps to begin to 
identify how a region had 
changed over time (the 
impact of deforestation) 

• I can conduct own research 
linked to a Geographical 
questions 

• I can begin to explore data 
presented in graphs to 
draw conclusions about 
the climate 

Tropical 
Equator 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Canopy 
Emergent 
Understory/ 
undergrowth 
Forest floor 
Vines 
Humid 
Dense 
Climate 
Biome 
Deforestation 
logging 
Palm oil 
Nomadic 
Indigenous 
Amazon River 
Slash and burn 
Lungs of the Earth 
Global Warming 
Oxygen/CO2 

South America: 
Brazil 
Ecuador 
Colombia 
Peru 
Venezuela 
Bolivia 
Guyana 
Suriname  
French Guiana 
Manaus 
 

 

• What are rainforests and where are they located? Children understand what a biome is and the different vegetation belts around the world with a particular focus on locating Rainforests. 
Children then locate the continent of South America sketching the area covered by the Amazon Rainforest, noting the countries that it covers and key features. Children to use different 
topographical maps to identify the physical landscape and settlements. 

• What are the features of a rainforest and why is it divided into layers? Children to be able to define what a rainforest is identifying common characteristics. Children to then investigate the 
four layers of the rainforest describing how they differ (referring to light, density, plants, and animals) 

• What is life like for the different people who live in the Amazon? Children are able to  

• What is the climate like in the Amazon rainforest and how does it compare to the climate in England? Children to use weather forecasts, climate graphs and photos to understand the 
climate and weather in the Amazon, making comparisons to the climate in the Wakefield. 

• What is deforestation and why is it such a threat? Children are able to explain what deforestation is, describe how it is happening, and understand the damage that it is causing. Children to 
compare historical maps with modern maps to show how a region had changed over time and predict how it might change further in the future. 

• If deforestation is a threat to our world, why is it still happening today? Children to identify who is causing deforestation and why they are causing it. Children to investigate the positive and 
negative reasons linked to deforestation and hold a debate as to if deforestation should be banned. 
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• I can name and locate 
the key rivers in the 
United Kingdom 
plotting their course 
using maps and atlases 

• I can name and plot 
the most significant 
rivers on each 
continent using atlases 
and digit mapping 

• I can plot the course of 
the River Calder from 
source to mouth 
describing its features 
and characteristics 

• I know where the 
Amazon is and the 
rivers it flows through. 

• I can compare the River Calder 
with the Amazon River, noting 
similarities and differences in 
its physical features, wildlife 
and how humans use it. 

• I can identify that many major 
settlements both in Britain and 
around the world have 
developed next to/around 
rivers, giving reasons for this 
making links to trade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• I can understand and sequence 
the stages of the Water Cycle. 

• I can name and identify the 
key physical features of a river 

• I can explain how physical 
processes such as erosion and 
deposition cause features and 
change the course of a river 

• I can understand how humans 
have used rivers and how 
those uses have changed over 
time, referencing the use of 
rivers to generate sustainable 
energy 

• I can describe the impact that 
flooding has on communities 

• I can use a range of maps 
to locate and plot rivers in 
the U.K and around the 
world. 

• I can begin to use scales to 
compare the length of 
different rivers 

• I can conduct an 
investigation into why 
certain places flood 

River 
course 
Bed 
Source 
Tributary 
confluence 
Meander 
Interlocking spur 
Waterfall 
Flood plain 
Oxbow lake 
Valley 
Bank 
Estuary 
Delta 
Mouth 
Channel 
Current 
 

Deposition 
Erosion 
Abrasion 
Downstream 
Flood 
Watershed 
Water cycle 
Fresh water 
silt 
River Calder 
River Amazon 

 

• What is a river and where are they located? Children can define what a river is and locate the major rivers in the U.K and on each continent using an atlas and digital mapping. 

• What is a river like from source to mouth and how are they changing? Children need to be able to label the different physical and some human features found along rivers. Children need to 
explore the journey of a river, recognising the different stages of a river whist being able to explain how meanders, oxbow lakes and waterfalls are formed. 

• How do rivers get their water and why do most rivers never run dry? Children to understand the stages of the water cycle and how this supplies water. Children understand what the water 
table is and how water eventually ends up in a river.  

• Are rivers important to humans and what impact do we have on them? Children to identify the different ways people use rivers (referencing: water supply, transport, renewable energy 
(dams), water sports) whilst also identifying the damages caused to rivers by humans (e.g pollution, flooding for dams, wildlife). 

• Why is the Amazon River so spectacular? Children to research why the Amazon River is so spectacular taking into account its size, diverse wildlife etc.  

• How does the Amazon and River Calder compare? Children to compare the River Calder and River Amazon noting similarities and differences between the two river. 

• What impact does flooding have and why does it happen? Children to explain what causes rivers to flood, identify places liable to flooding and explain the impact this has on people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Geography: Upper Key Stage Two 

Topics Include:  
Settlement Reasons – Map Skills, Amazon – Rainforests and Rivers 

Mountains – Wakefield/Lake District/Alps, Coast – Physical features and the Yorkshire Coast (Yr6) 
National Curriculum Links: 

Locational Knowledge  Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Skills and Fieldwork   Vocabulary 
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• I can name and locate 
the mountain ranges in 
the U.K including the 
highest peak in each of 
the 4 countries that 
make up the U.K. 

• I can name and locate 
a mountain range 
within our locality (The 
Three Peaks) 

• I can name and locate 
the mountain ranges of 
the world, identifying 
Russia 

• I can name and locate 
significant mountains 
on each continent 
using longitude and 
latitude 

• I can use a range of 
topographical maps to 
compare Wakefield 
(urban/suburban) with 
a mountainous rural 
region (The Three 
Peaks/The Alps) 

 
 
Children will be taught to use the 

correct geographical 
terminology. 

• I can explore a range of 
topographical maps to 
compare Wakefield and 
Ingleton including their 
surrounding areas, 
identifying similarities 
and difference in the 
relief, terrain, landscape, 
land use, amenities and 
population 

• I can compare and 
contrast a British 
mountain range (The 
Three Peaks) with a 
European mountain 
range (The Alps) noting 
similarities and 
differences in the relief, 
terrain, landscape, land 
use, amenities and 
population 

• I can understand that 
mountains across the 
world can be different, 
comparing different 
mountain biomes 
(vegetation and climate) 

• I can understand that an 
individual mountain can 
change from the foot to 
the peak/summit 
referring to climate, air 
and biomes (with a 
particular focus on what 
an Alpine biome is) 

 

• I can identify the physical 
features of a mountain in 
order to understand the 
difference between a hill and a 
mountain 

• I can explain and recreate how 
different mountains are 
formed (recapping prior 
knowledge of volcanoes) 
through a range of physical 
processes including erosion, 
tectonic plates colliding, and 
the pressure caused beneath 
the surface by magma 

• I can understand that 
mountains play an important 
role in world providing 80% of 
our fresh water and creating 
vital habitats 

• I can identify how humans 
have had an impact on a 
mountainous region over a 
period of time referring to 
settlements, land use, 
renewable energy and the 
impact of climate change 

• I understand why people climb 
mountains, identifying 
inspirational individuals. 

• I can investigate the impact 
that tourism has had on a 
mountainous region 
(Chamonix) noting positive and 
negatives impacts. 

 

• I can use a range of maps including 
os maps, atlases and digital mapping 
such as google earth, explaining 
which would be most suitable for a 
particular task 

• I can extend topographical skills to 
be able to describe the terrain and 
key features of the landscape using a 
range of mapping skills such as 
contour lines and scale 

• I can use longitude and latitude to 
locate places 

• I can find differences in time zones 
using lines of longitude. 

• I can use graphs to study the climate 
in different mountainous regions 

• I can investigate and compare 
images of a settlement over time 
reaching own conclusions based 
upon evidence 

• I can use books, photos and the 
internet to research mountain 
habitats 

Mountain  
Hill 
Peak/summit 
Foot 
Ridge 
Face 
slope 
Outcrop 
Source 
Tree line 
Snow line 
Valley 
Range 
Plateau 
Erosion 
Relief 
Contours 
Topography 
Tectonic plates 
Climate 
Terrain 
Biome 
Alpine 
Fault Block  
Dome 
Fold 
Plateau 
Volcano 

The Alps 
Mont Blanc 
Chamonix 
Ingleton 
Three Peaks 
Whernside 
Ingleborough 
Mount Everest 
Snowdon 
Scafell Pike 
Ben Nevis 
Slieve Donard 
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• EQ: What is the different between a mountain and a hill? Children identify the difference between a mountain and a hill creating a clear definition. Children sketch a mountain and are able 
to name and locate key features of a mountain linking these to images of the Lake District. 

• EQ: Where are the mountain regions of the U.K and how can I locate them on a map? Understand how mountainous regions are shown on a map. Children then use topographical maps 
(atlas and digital mapping) to locate the highest peaks in the U.K and the significant mountain ranges. Children then use their understanding to describe the location of these. 

• EQ: How can we use lines of longitude and latitude to locate the famous mountains around the world? Use atlases to locate well-known and significant mountain ranges linked to each 
continent. Children then recap longitude and latitude and use these lines to locate and record coordinates of the location of famous mountains located on each continent. 

• EQ: Are all mountains the same? Children to compare images of different mountains, creating their own ideas for grouping them. Children are then taught the names of different types of 
mountains and are able to identify the characteristics of them. Children then use different equipment to demonstrate and explain how different mountains are formed. 

• EQ: What can we learn about Mountainous regions by exploring maps? Children are taught how to use layer shading, contour lines and spot heights to identify how height is shown on maps. 
Children also recap how other features are shown such as roads etc. Children then use these skills to make comparisons between Wakefield, The Alps and the Three Peaks in Yorkshire using 
different types of topographical maps. 

• EQ: Would we be able to survive in an alpine biome? Children conduct independent research in order to understand what an alpine biome is, presenting findings in a non chronological report 
(cross curricula link delivered through reading, computing and English)  

• EQ: How does Wakefield’s climate compare with the Alps and Ingleton? Children build a clear definition of what climate and weather mean. Using their maths knowledge, children compare 
the climate of Wakefield, Mont Blanc and Ingleton using a range of different climate graphs recognising trends such as the higher the land the colder and wetter it gets. (cross curricula link 
delivered in Maths) 

• EQ: Why are mountains so important to humans? Describe how mountains are used in differing ways by humans. Identify positive and negative reasons for living on mountains. 

• What impact are humans having on mountain regions such as the Alps? Identify the impact that tourism and global warming is having on the Alps. Use a range of photo evidence to identify 
the impact of global warming and climate change on the Alps. 
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• I can locate and 
describe settlements 
on the Yorkshire coast 
noting similarities and 
difference between a 
coastal settlement and 
Wakefield 

• I can locate key 
physical features 
around the British 
coast understanding 
that Britain has one of 
the largest and most 
diverse coastlines in 
Europe. 

• I can locate (using 
longitude and latitude) 
and compare popular 
coastal destinations 
around the world 
(including those close 
to the equator and in 
the Northern 
Hemisphere and 
Southern Hemisphere) 
with those on the 
Yorkshire coast 

• I can explain why 
settlements developed 
along the coast (making 
reference to trade). 

• I understand why coasts 
are changing in some 
places and not others. 

• I can identify how 
human geography is 
being used to combat 
the problem of coastal 
erosion in order to 
protect physical features 
in coastal settlements 
around the U.K. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• I know the definition of a 
coast and identify key physical 
features (also recapping 
human features) 

• I can explain how different 
coastal features are formed as 
a result of physical processes 
such as erosion, long shore 
drift and hydraulic action. 

• I understand why coastal 
settlements developed and 
how they are coming under 
threat due to coastal erosion 
and retreat – naming the pros 
and cons of living in a coastal 
settlement. 

• I can evaluate the impact that 
coastal erosion is having on 
coastal settlements (including 
the economy) 

• I understand how physical and 
human geography are 
interdependent and the 
importance of renewable 
energy at the coast 

• I understand how rising sea 
levels due to global warming 
are threatening coastal areas. 

• I can refer to 8 points of a compass 
when describing location of a place, 
feature or amenity in relation to 
another 

• I can use six figure grid references 
accurately to locate places, features 
and amenities on OS maps 

• I can use and extend knowledge of 
map symbols, understanding what 
makes a good map symbol 

• I can draw and annotate maps of a 
coastal settlement making accurate 
reference to map symbols and scale 

• I can observe and gather evidence of 
coastal erosion creating sketches, 
maps and using digit photography to 
capture evidence of coastal erosion 

• I can make observations using 
topographical maps, satellite 
imagery and photos.  

• I can create my own questions in 
order to build an understanding of 
the impact of coastal erosion. 

TRIP TO FILEY: Is Filey under threat from 
coastal erosion? Does Long Shore Drift happen 

on every beach? 

Beach 
Cliff 
Shore 
Headland 
Crack 
Cave 
Arch 
Collapse 
Stack stump 
Spit 
Bay/cove 
Tide 
Erosion 
deposition 
Abrasion 
sediment 
Long shore drift 
Hydraulic 
action 
Undercut 
Coastal 
defences 
Renewable 
energy 
Coastal retreat 
Estuary  
Economy 

Destructive waves 
Constructive 
waves 
Coastal 
settlements:  
Scarborough 
Filey 
Bridlington 
Whitby 
Robin Hood’s Bay 
Hornsea 
Withernsea 
Flamborough 
Spur Point 
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KQ: What is the coast and how can we identify it? Children are able to define what a coast is, understand the difference between physical and human features at the coast, and 
identify the different physical features building clear images of each. 
KQ: How does Yorkshire’s coastline compare with the rest of the U.K? Children use different maps (atlas and google maps) to locate the key coastal settlements of Yorkshire 
describing the different features found at specified locations. Children the locate famous coastal landmarks (physical) around the U.K identifying how they differ/compare to the 
Yorkshire coast. 
KQ: Why have coastal settlements developed and how do they compare with Wakefield? Children recap what a settlement is and then are taught how ot use a range of maps and 
arial photos to identify differences between land use, size, location etc of two places (Whitby and Wakefield). Children then give a range of reasons (economic, social and military) 
why settlements have developed along the coast.  
KQ: How can we use grid references to find important landmarks in coastal settlements? Children will secure knowledge of O/S map symbols and secure understanding of using 6 
figure grid references linked to the OS maps of Flamborough and Whitby. Children recognise how physical geography is represented on OS maps. 
KQ: Why is our coastline in Yorkshire always changing? Children understand the process of coastal erosion and other physical processes that are happening along the coast. 
Children explain how these processes cause different physical coastal features are formed. 
KQ: Should all waves be feared or is there a bigger threat? Children understand and explain how waves are formed and why waves are more destructive in certain locations. 
Explain the difference between constructive and destructive waves and how they affect the coastline. Recognise the impact that global warming and climate change is having on 
rising sea levels.  
KQ: What impact does coastal erosion have and is it always negative?  Children to investigate different sources of evidence in order to find proof of coastal erosion. Children create 
a bank of questions in order to learn more about the impact of coastal erosion on those who live near the coast. Children to identify the positive and negative impacts of coastal 
erosion. 
KQ: What is being done to prevent coastal erosion from being so destructive? Children understand what coastal defences are, how they work and how they are used, 
understanding the terms hard and soft engineering. Children then evaluate the environment and financial impact of coastal defences in order to decide which methods are most 
effective. 

 


