
 

 

  

 

Progression of Learning Objectives 

                               Early Years and Key Stage 1 Music 

Horbury Primary Academy 

“Ah, music," he said, wiping his eyes. "A magic beyond all we do here!”  

―Professor Dumbledore, J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 
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Nursery & Reception Year topics:  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Lower 
Foundation  

Marvellous Me! 
1.Autumn songs 
2.exploring 
instruments sounds 
in phonics 
3.nursery rhyme 
challenge 
4.exploring music 
on the stage – 
ribbons 
5.circle songs 
(hello, tidy up) 
6.Flappers 

Lets Sparkle 
1.Nursery Rhyme 
challenge 
2.Christmas sing along 
3. squiggle while you 
wiggle 
4. Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
5.circle songs (hello, 
tidy up) 
6. Exploring music on 
the stage – ribbons 
7. Exploring 
instruments sounds in 
phonics 
8. Flappers 

If you go down 
in the woods 

today… 
1.Circle songs (hello, 
tidy up 
2. music express 
3. Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
4.Exploring 
instruments sounds in 
phonics 
5.Flappers 
6.chinese dragon 
dancing 

Stomp! Stomp! 
Stomp! 

1. squiggle while you 
wiggle – making marks 
with music 
2. Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
3.circle songs (hello, 
tidy up 
4. music express 
5. Exploring music on 
the stage – ribbons 
6. Exploring 
instruments sounds in 
phonics 
7. Flappers 
8.chinese dragon 
dancing 
 

All things 
bright and 
beautiful 

1.Circle songs (hello, 
tidy up 
2. music express 
3. Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
4.Exploring 
instruments sounds in 
phonics 
5. Flappers 
 

To Infinity and 
Beyond 

1.Circle songs (hello, 
tidy up 
2. music express 
3. Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
4.Exploring 
instruments sounds in 
phonics 
5. Flappers 

Commotion in 
the Ocean 

1.Circle songs (hello, 
tidy up 
2. music express 
3. Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
4.Exploring instruments 
sounds in phonics 
5. Flappers 
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Upper 
Foundation 

Amazing 

Me! 

Autumn 
1.Harvest 

festival 

singing 

2.Exploring 

different 

musical 

instruments 

on stage with 

music 

3.Songs 

linked to the 

topic/children 

interest 

4.Sparkyard 

 

Songs 

All by myself 

Who is there 

for me 

 

 

 

 

Once 
Upon A Time! 

Halloween 
Winter 

Christmas 
1.Nursery Rhyme 
challenge 
2.Christmas concert 
3. Fireworks dance 
4. Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
5. Sparkyard 
 
Songs 
Once upon a time 

Help! I need 
somebody 

1.Charanga unit of 
work. 
2.Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
3.Sparkyard 
 
Songs 
Going to the doctors 
Can I help you? 
Florence Nightengale  

 

Down on the Farm 
Chinese New Year 

Easter 
Spring 

1.Chinese new year- 
children to learn and 
sing the Chinese new 
year song 
2.Learn about dragon 
dancing for Chinese 
new year 
3.Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
4.Sparkyard 
 
Songs 
A tiny seed 
The seed song 
 

 

All Aboard! 
1.Songs linked to the 
topic/children interest 
2. Sparkyard 
 
Songs 
Red lorry, yellow lorry 
warm up 
Come with me to the 
beach 
Steam Train 
How do we get to 
school 

The World 
In Your Lunchbox 

1.Listening to music in 
different parts of the 
world. 
2. Sparkyard 
 
Songs 
Cauliflowers fluffy 
 
 
 

  



Horbury Primary Academy 
 

Music 
 3 & 4-year-olds will be learning to: Children in Reception will be learning to: ELG 
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• Listen with increased attention to sounds.  

• Respond to what they have heard, 
expressing their thoughts and feelings. 

• Remember and sing entire songs. 

• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another 
person (‘pitch match’). 

• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, 
such as up and down, down and up) of 
familiar songs. 

• Create their own songs or improvise a song 
around one they know. 

• Play instruments with increasing control to 
express their feelings and ideas. 

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about 
music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the melody. 

• Explore and engage in music making and 
dance, performing solo or in groups. 

 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes 
and songs. 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 
with others, and – when appropriate try to 
move in time with music.   
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Increasingly be  

• To be able to use and remember 
sequences and patterns of movements 
which are related to music and rhythm 
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 • Sing a large repertoire of songs. 

• Know many rhymes, be able to talk about 
familiar books, and be able to tell a long 
story. 

• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying 
attention to how they sound. 

• Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 
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Horbury Primary Academy: Music  
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Key Stage 1 
Pupils should be taught to: 
 - use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 
 - play tuned and untuned instruments musically  
- listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
 - experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 

 

 

The Interrelated Dimensions of Music 

 Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; the steady beat.  

Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse. 

 Pitch – high and low sounds. 

 Tempo – the speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between.  

Dynamics – how loud or quiet the music is.  

Timbre – all instruments, including voices, have a certain sound quality e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality to the violin.  

Texture – layers of sound. Layers of sound working together make music very interesting to listen to.  

Structure – every piece of music has a structure e.g. an introduction, verse and chorus ending.  

Notation – the link between sound and symbol. 
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Year 2 Stage 1 Recorder Targets – 6 Week Summer Term 
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 KS1 LKS2  UKS2 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Extra curriculum 

experiences 
 

(As of March 2026) 

Harvest, Christmas, Easter 
services at St. Marys 
 
Christmas Play 
 
Wakefield Music Service 
concerts 

Harvest, Christmas, Easter 
services at St. Marys 
 
Christmas Play 
 
Wakefield Music Service 
concerts 

Harvest, Christmas, Easter 
services at St. Marys 
 
Easter Play 
 
Wakefield Music Service 
concerts 
 
 
Access to instrumental  
provision and Music 
Service bands and 
orchestra 
 
Young Voices 
Music Evening 
Choir- Harvest, Christmas 
Fayre, Education Sunday- 
at St Marys, Care Home, 
Cluntergate  
 
Ukulele 
 
 

Harvest, Christmas, Easter 
services at St. Marys 
 
Easter Play 
 
Wakefield Music Service 
concerts 
 
 
Access to instrumental  
provision and Music 
Service bands and 
orchestra 
 
Young Voices 
Music Evening 
Choir- Harvest, Christmas 
Fayre, Education Sunday- 
at St Marys, Care Home, 
Cluntergate  
 
 
 
 

Harvest, Christmas, Easter 
services at St. Marys 
 
Christmas Play 
 
Wakefield Music Service 
concerts 
 
 
Access to instrumental  
provision and Music 
Service bands and 
orchestra 
 
Young Voices 
Music Evening 
Choir- Harvest, Christmas 
Fayre, Education Sunday- 
at St Marys, Care Home, 
Cluntergate  

Harvest, Christmas, Easter 
services at St. Marys 
 
End of the Year Play 
 
Wakefield Music Service 
concerts 
 
 
Access to instrumental  
provision and Music 
Service bands and 
orchestra 
 
Young Voices 
Music Evening 
Choir- Harvest, Christmas 
Fayre, Education Sunday- 
at St Marys, Care Home, 
Cluntergate  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


